The esophagus is responsible for transporting food and liquid boluses from the pharynx to the stomach, preventing excessive reflux or regurgitation, and allowing for eructation or occasional regurgitation.
o This histology is most relevant when considering the pathophysiology of esophageal diverticula, which can be roughly divided into two types: pulsion and traction. Pulsion diverticula are caused by excessive pressure within the esophageal lumen, resulting in the mucosa and submucosa herniating through the weakest point of the muscularis layer. Therefore, pulsion diverticula do not usually contain any muscularis or adventitia within their walls, and are classified as false diverticula. In contrast, traction diverticula are caused by external forces on the esophagus (usually mediastinal inflammation), resulting in an outpouching of all four layers (i.e. a true diverticulum). 
